How do abalone and sea otters live together?
We all know that sea otters eat abalone...
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Abalone density per m?
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DENSITY OF LARGE ABALONE

remembered by Heiltsuk community members
interviewed in January 2012
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Sea otter photo: Brian Gisborne
All other photos: Lynn Lee



Abalone Behaviour Classes
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Haida Gwaii

Central Coast

23 sites

421 transects




Abalone density by region
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Total abalone density per 20 m?
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Total abalone density per 20 m?

150

100

50

4 6
Chart datum depth (m)

Total abalone density per 20 m?

Total abalone density per 20 m?

60

50

40

30

20

10

60

50

40

30

20

10

Sea otter time

10 20 30 40
Sea otter occupancy time (y)

Site Exposure

20 40 60 80
Site Exposure (SE NW fetch in km)




Abalone density per 20m?
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Percentage of Cryptic Abalone

100 — A O Sea otter time
g | a .
(7]
g 80 — N
JAN
2 8
§ 60 VA O
8 A
2 4044 A<> A ©
o O
g A
S 20 -
= |f
O ] A';A 0
| | | | |
10 20 30 40

Sea otter occupancy time (years)



Sea otters and abalone DO live together

video: Lynn Lee

15 years of sea otter occupancy
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